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SJSU faces lawsuit over aviation concerns
By ELISHA MALDONADO
Staff Writer

An SJSU professor and a student
in the aviation department have filed
a lawsuit against the university.
Professor Kelly Harrison and
student Pam Bohner are fighting for
access to a publicly funded report
examining the effectiveness of the
aviation department’s faculty and the
alleged general mismanagement of
the department.
The lawsuit, filed March 31, is
the most recent part of a controversy
among students, the aviation faculty
and the university that stretches back
about seven years.
The report investigates the students’ concerns about mismanagement and, particularly, wrongdoing

by former Department Chair Patricia
Backer.
In the court documents, Backer is
accused of “hiring unqualified faculty.” It is also alleged that Backer
“shredded student records, falsified
an internal report on the status of
the department, changed department
curriculum without following university procedures, and worked to
remove qualified faculty from the
department.”
A couple of program reports have
been conducted, Bohner said, but
they are suing only for the most recent report conducted by Brad Davis,
assistant associate vice president of
faculty affairs at SJSU — a report
they believe highlights the students’
primary concerns.
Tim Brady, dean of the College of

Aviation at Embry Riddle Aeronautical University, conducted the first
study in December 2004, said Sandra
Clifford, an SJSU aviation alumni
representative.
Bohner said the reports should
“contain recommendations and issues that need to be addressed.”
But the students’ request to see the
documents has been denied by Assistant Academic Vice President Robb
Drury, according to the court documents. Drury had not returned several phone calls Monday and Tuesday.
President Don Kassing said he
couldn’t remember offhand the
contents of the reports but said the
students haven’t been shown the
documents because the university is
undergoing an investigation.
Kassing said he couldn’t answer

further questions due to the investigation.
The student, Bohner, said the
university was denying it “because,
they say, it contains personal information.” The students cannot say
whose personal information has been
included.
Furthermore, Ali Zargar, the acting chair of the aviation and technology department, said he has never
seen the document and doesn’t know
any way of accessing it.
He said, however, the students
have a right to access and read the
reports.
“Hiding things from the students
doesn’t work in this day and age. We
have to try and be as transparent with
See SUIT, page 2

LAUREN SAGER / DAILY ARCHIVES

United Airlines donated a 747 to the aviation program. It sits at an
oﬀ-campus site at the Mineta San Jose International Airport.

Candidate crossfire paces election Health Center sides
with cheaper meds

One more chance
in public gathering

Some set prices still beat oﬀ campus
By HEIDI ROMSWINCKEL-GUISE

By JOHN HORNBERG
Staff Writer

Staff Writer

Candidates in the upcoming Associated
Students elections kept it civil, with little
“crossfire” occurring as part of the candidate
crossfire debate.
The dominant issues debated by candidates Tuesday ranged from student involvement to school spirit to tuition increases.
Both presidential candidates were asked to
address the tuition increases set for the next
year. Ann Grabowski said the fee increases
would obliterate affordable education. Her
platform focuses on student advocacy and
encouraging students to have their voices
heard in regular forums by A.S.
William Vosa Cavu-Litman, Grabowski’s
opponent, said uniting students across the
California State University system is key to
addressing the tuition problems.
“A.S. is here for all 32,000 students,” he
said. “Not just the 15 students on the board.”
Azra Crnogorcevic, one of three candidates for director of communications, spoke
of targeting freshmen orientation as a way of
informing students of the organization and
what it does for them.
“We have these programs, but we haven’t
been getting them to the students,” she told
students at the organization’s forum.
Jessica Phan, who is also running for director of communications, agreed with her
competitor’s assertion but also said that targeting transfer students as well would help
grow student’s knowledge of A.S.
Cavu-Litman spent a considerable portion
of his speaking time talking about student in-

The location of the SJSU Student
Health Center makes it convenient
for students to purchase medication
on campus, but the center doesn’t
discourage students to buy from other places.
“Everyone here at the clinic wants
the students to get the best deals they
can,” said SJSU Health Center pharmacist Patricia Jones. “We realize at
times that it is cheaper outside, so we
are encouraging them to go outside.”
Costs do vary between over-thecounter drugs and prescription drugs.
“Over-the-counter items are cost
(of the medication) times 1.2, and the
cheapest item is a dollar,” Jones said.
A box of 100 pills of Tylenol costs
$1 at the Health Center. Target offers the same amount of medication
for $6.24.
“Prescription items are cost plus
$7 if it’s formulary, so the cheapest
price would be $8,” Jones said. “If
it’s nonformulary, it would be cost
plus $10.”
Formulary drugs are kept in stock
at all times and are approved by the
Pharmacy and Therapeutics Committee. Nonformulary drugs are not kept
in stock but can be made or ordered,
Jones said.
Jones added that the additional $7
and $10 is an “administrative fee to
cover bottle costs, paper costs and
any administrative fees that actually
go into dispensing the drug.”
Jones added that cheaper priced
prescription medication is available
outside of the health center at places
such as Target, Wal-Mart and Costco.
Students can also buy cheaper
prescription medication if they have
health insurance.
“I encourage students who have
health insurance through their work

See ELECT, page 6

DANIEL POWELL / SPECIAL TO THE DAILY

A.S. vice president candidate Albert Hsich participated in the crossﬁre debate Tuesday.
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COURSE OF THE WEEK

A knock down, drag out day in class
By COLLEEN WATSON
Staff Writer

A man in a white gi grabs a man
in a blue gi, turns and rolls his opponent over his back. The student in
blue lands with an audible thud.
About 25 students participate
dressed in gis, thick-cotton uniforms
for Judo, in Kinesiology 52B, the
Intermediate Judo class offered in
Yoshiro Uchida Hall at SJSU.
David Williams, who teaches beginning, intermediate and advanced
judo, said he has been practicing
Judo for the past 38 years. He said
he started when he was 4.
“I’ve been beating up other people’s kids ever since,” he said.
Although he was sick and not participating, Williams constantly yelled
at his class, giving directions or pointers. He has a sharp sense of humor,
and the students are quick to joke
around with him, and there is a lot of

laughter and jokes during class.
“I love learning the techniques
and the people,” said Jessica Mao, a
senior business management major.
“We call it our Judo family.”
The students in this class are getting ready for the end-of-the-year
tournament at San Francisco City
College, where colleges from the
area, such as UC Berkeley and Stanford, compete.
The students constantly moved
throughout the hour. They started out
running, moved to cartwheels and
then began sparring with each other.
By the time 30 minutes had passed
most of the students were red-faced
and breathing hard. By the end of
the hour, most of the students looked
like they were ready to collapse.
“There is no other way to learn
to fight than to fight,” Williams said,
watching the sparring athletes.
Williams is also a lecturer in communications studies, and in a com-

munications class is where Hector
Fajardo, an undeclared sophomore, first met Williams.
Fajardo said he liked him
as a teacher and decided
to try judo.
Fajardo said he liked
the class, both for the
people in it and for the intensity.
“It’s a really laid back
class,” he said, “and it teaches
you discipline.”
Williams said he teaches his students the basics of judo and gets them
ready for competition. Some of his students
are national champions, and some hope to
participate in the Olympic trials.
Joe Aceto, senior psychology major, said, “I
See JUDO, page 2
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See more exciting action in a slideshow of the
course of the week: Kinesiology 52B.

KATE TAYLOR /
SPARTAN DAILY

Ignacio Rios, a senior biology
major, throws Yutaka Blizman, a
senior computer science major,
during a sparring exercise.

or their parents to use that,” Jones
said. “We have some medications that
cost hundreds of dollars, but if they
order it through their insurance they
can save a great deal of money.”
Senior nutrition and food science
major Atoussa Ghaemmaghami said
she prefers buying over-the-counter
drugs outside of the health center.
“There’s more selection in drug
stores,” Ghaemmaghami, 26, said.
“Prescriptions I’ll try to get from
school, but over-the-counter medication I will just get them at a drug
store. Since I don’t live on campus,
it’s much easier for me to drop by the
drug store by my house.”
Ghaemmaghami said she buys
prescriptions from SJSU because
she sees the doctors at the Student
See MEDS, page 2
TOP SELLING MEDS
ON CAMPUS

Over-the-counter
medications and costs:
•Loratadine/Claritin
$1 for box of 10, $4 for 100
tablets
•Ibuprofen/Motrin
$2 for 100 tablets
•Pseudoephedrine/Sudafed
$1 for 24 tablets

Prescription medications
and costs:
•Amoxicillin/Amoxil
$9 for 10-day prescription
•Cephalexin/Keflex
$14 for 10-day prescription
•Fluoxetine/Prozac
$9 for a month supply
*Information provided by SJSU Health
Center pharmacist Patricia Jones
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The second to last news
conference for SJSU’s
president.

Teens assaulted their 16-year-old
peer and videotaped it all for a
moment of YouTube fame.
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MEDS Health Center SUIT Qualified faculty JUDO Confidence booster
convenient for some needed, acting chair says
Continued from page 1

Continued from page 1

to my mom’s work when I was sick,
but I haven’t been sick in a long
Health Center.
time. I usually just use what’s at my
“When I go see the doctor I get house now.”
the prescription right there,” she said.
Jones said the pharmaceutical
“I just walk to the pharmacy, which provider AmerisourceBergen is the
is in the same building, so it’s very reason for lower medication prices
practical for me to get a medication at SJSU as well as other institutions
over here on campus.”
such as hospitals, pharmacies and
The prescription
other colleges.
costs have been pro“(Amerisourcevided at the same rate
Bergen has) a confor many years, but
tract with the state
the over-the-counof California,” Jones
ter costs changed
said, “and we have a
during the 2006-07
contract with the state
school year.
of California that we
ATOUSSA GHAEMMAGHAMI
Jones said medican buy drugs at a
senior
nutrition and food science major
cation prices were
much lower rate than
getting higher and
anyone else can.”
the health center decided in a meetJones said that all of the mediing that the formula — of cost mul- cation at the Student Health Center
tiplied by 1.2 — would be most ben- pharmacy comes from Amerisourceeficial for students.
Bergen to ensure students the lowest
Pharmacies are usually very com- possible prices for over-the-counter
petitive with the generic over-the- and prescription drugs.
counter prices, she said.
Jones said the purpose of the pharSenior computer engineering ma- macy at the health center is not only
jor Oliver Gonzales said he lives five to provide students with reasonably
minutes away from SJSU but has priced medication but also to teach
never purchased medication from them where to purchase medication
the health center.
when they are done at SJSU.
“My mom is a nurse, so she gets
“Our goal is to educate students,”
medication from work,” Gonzales, Jones said. “We are not here to make
26, said. “When I was young I went a profit.”

“... it’s very practical for

me to get a medication
over here on campus.

”

just love the sport, it’s taken me a lot of
places,” including New York, Florida
and Mexico City, for tournaments.
Williams said he also works on
the After-School All-Star Program,
where children ages 7 to 18 go to
Uchida Hall to practice judo. Williams said many of his students volunteer at the after-school program.
Monica Zamolo, a senior child
development major, said she started
out by working with the after-school

program and then took the judo
class. She said she likes it not only
because it’s fun but also because it
can be used as self-defense. As a
brown belt, she said she has competed at state championships and
smaller tournaments.
“It gives you a lot of confidence,”
Zamolo said.
Williams added, “It’s a wonderful thing to see guys come from the
white-belt class, and with a little bit
of dedication, they can make the
Olympic trials.”

the difficulty of finding qualified faculty to teach the aviation courses. He
the students as we are with the rest added that the department has been
of the university,” Zargar said, “and posting job notices everywhere.
they are entitled to know what is
At the end of last semester, Zargar
going on.”
said, the departHe said he agreed
ment lost two of its
with some of the
professors, so they
students’ complaints.
were faced with
Zargar has only been
two options: canin his position for
cel the classes the
about seven months,
professors taught
and the conflict
and put students
stretches back much
behind on their
further.
graduation tracks
PAM BOHNER
Bohner said probor “hire someaviation student
filing lawsuit
lems with professors
one I, personally,
first arose after the
wouldn’t hire ununiversity combined the aviation der normal circumstances.”
and technology departments in 2001.
They opted for the latter, although
Now, Bohner said (and other students one class was later cancelled.
attest), technology professors, with“It is ironic,” said Matt Neff, seout any training in the field of avia- nior aviation operations major, “the
tion, are teaching aviation classes.
education I have gotten has nothing
KATE TAYLOR / SPARTAN DAILY
Bohner said: “There are unquali- to do with what I thought. It’s an inMohsen Reyes, a senior biology major, teaches Jessica Mao, a
fied professors who have no idea teresting education, but it is not what
what they are doing. A lot of the time I paid for.”
senior business management major, where to grab his gi.
students are teaching the professors,
and that’s not supposed to happen.”
Andrew Wigley, a senior aviation
operations major, agreed with Bohner’s complaints and added: “The
EVENT CALENDAR
curriculum really hasn’t been what
I thought it would be. There is a lot
of stress because we want to learn.
We are really passionate students.
Circle K General Meeting
That is why we are in aviation, but
Learn about Circle K and meet new friends at our upcomwe are getting screwed over, and we
Study Abroad Fair
ing meeting. Free pizza and drinks while supplies last.
are paying for this.”
Come learn about your study abroad options at SJSU at
2 to 3 p.m. at the Student Union Guadalupe Room
Wigley said he mainly wishes the
this semester’s Study Abroad Fair. Explore the 230 partner
Contact: Jason Fung, Jasonfung93@msn.com
curriculum would be reworked, but
universities
off
ered
in
40
countries
around
the
world,
and
he said no changes could be made
talk with study abroad alumni and exchange students
LGBTQ Feedback Forum
without faculty and a chair who
about
their
experiences.
Visit
representatives
from
the
SJSU students who identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual or
know the industry.
Career
Center,
Foreign
Language
Deptartment
and
Global
transgender are invited to participate in a confidential
Zargar said the problem lies in
Continued from page 1

“There are unqualified
professors who have
no idea what they
are doing.

”
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HAVE A GREAT
STORY IDEA?
CALL THE DAILY
@ 942-3281

Studies to explore ways to internationalize your experience on campus and leverage international experience in
the work force. All of this, plus Wilson Toffees, Chipurnoi
Puntini Sambuca, Minties and other candies from around
the world.
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Ninth Street Plaza
Contact: Lisa Baum, studyabroad@sjsu.edu
Study Abroad Information Meeting
Interested in learning about the world first hand? Come
to a study abroad information meeting to learn about
studying abroad in one of 40 countries, get residential
credit for classes taken abroad, all while paying SJSU
tuition and fees.
1 p.m. at Clark Hall, Room 412
Contact: Lisa Baum, studyabroad@sjsu.edu

Wednesday Evening Religion Course
Come join us at the San Jose Institute of Religion sponsored
by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints (LDS).
7 to 8 p.m. at 66 S. Seventh St. Every Wednesday.
Contact: bohndm@ldsces.org, www.ldsces.org/sanjose

Tomorrow
Free Lunch for San Jose Students
The San Jose Institute of Religion invites you to a free
lunch. Please RSVP at sanjoseca@ldsces.org if you can
join us.
Noon at 66 S. Seventh St.
Contact: bohndm@ldsces.org, www.ldsces.org/sanjose
Live Music: Woodwind Quintet
“Student Showcase”
Student Highlights.
12:30 to 1:15 p.m. at the Music Building Concert Hall
Contact: Joan Stubbe, 924-4649, jstubbe@email.sjsu.edu
Internship Workshop
1 to 2:15 p.m. at the Career Center, Mod F
Contact: Angela Wayfer, Angela.Wayfer@sjsu.edu

survey regarding resources at SJSU. Receive $10 for
participating.
3:30 to 4:30 p.m. Location provided by e-mailing
researcher.
Contact: Angela Krumm, LGBTQresearchSJSU@gmail.com
Catholic & Feminist Mass
Presided by Victoria Rue, Roman Catholic woman priest.
All are welcome, especially those marginalized by the
church—women, LGBT, divorced/remarried, those using
birth control, those who’ve had abortions.
5:15 at Spartan Chapel
Contact: Victoria Rue, victoria@victoriarue.com
Bible Study
Acts 2 Christian Fellowship has weekly Bible studies on
Thursdays.
7 p.m. at the Student Union Costanoan Room.
Contact: Justin Foon, 415-786-9873, jfoon1@yahoo.com
School of Music and Dance presents
Company One
Musical Theatre Revue.
$8 for students and seniors. $15 general.
7 p.m. at SJSU Dance Theatre, Spartan Complex 219
Contact: 408-924-5041, dance@sjsu.edu.

Korean and Persian Poetry:
The Art and Craft of Translation
The powerful poetry of Iranian poet Forugh Farrokhzad
and Korean poet Ko Un meet in San Jose this evening
through the work of their translators, Sholeh Wolpe
and Gary Gach. They will discuss the art and craft of
translation as well as reading from their translations. A
book-signing with the poets will end the evening. Hosted
by General Collections. Presented by Poetry Center San
Jose. Co-sponsored by Friends of the King Library.
7:30 to 9 p.m. at the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Library,
Room 255
Contact: King Library General Collections, 408-808-2397,
feindrs@yahoo.com

Sparta Guide is provided free of charge to students, faculty and staff members. The deadline for entries is noon, three
working days before the desired publication date. Space restrictions may require editing of submission. Entries are printed
in the order in which they are received. Submit entries online at thespartandaily.com or in writing at DBH 209.

GOT AN
OPINION?
SEND A
LETTER TO THE
EDITOR:

spartandaily
@casa.sjsu.edu
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Spartans smash Banana Slugs 6-1
By TARA DUFFY
Staff Writer

The SJSU women’s tennis team
was the big winner in its final home
match Tuesday, beating UC Santa
Cruz 6-1, giving the Spartans an
overall record of 9-7 for the season.
The game started with three
doubles matches, with SJSU sweeping
to earn one point.
In the opening doubles match,
Spartans Ashley Tavita and Amber
Silverstone played against the Banana
Slugs’ Jessica Ruth and Megan
Sweeney, winning 8-3.
“Well, we lost to them last time, so
we got revenge,” Silverstone said.
Spartans Silvana Dukic and
Jennifer Williams took on Taylor
Mannix and Chayla Furlong, with
the Spartans duo outlasting their
opponent 9-8.
“(The match) was good. We started
out slow,” Williams said, “but we
pulled through and made it work,”
SJSU again came away with a
win as Sandra Hadzisabic and Rokie

ANDREW VILLA / SPARTAN DAILY ARCHIVES

Sophomore Jennifer Williams teamed up with junior Silvana Dukic to
win their match Tuesday and help the Spartans beat UC Santa Cruz 6-1.
Larijani handled Kyla Kessler Rowe
and Chrissy Nichol 8-3.
“It was a great win for Rokie
Larijani, to close out her last home
match of her collegiate career,” said
head coach Anh-Dao Nguyen-Church.
To begin the singles matches, the

Spartans Anna Guzman finished off
her opponent Nichol in straight sets
6-0, 6-1.
Spartans Dana Popescu lost in a
tiebreaker to Kessler Rowe, 6-4, 5-7,
1-0 (10-6), but Hadzisabic was able
to defeat Furlong 7-5, 6-3.

“Overall I feel the team did
really well,” said Nguyen-Church.
“They did a great job.”
Spartans assistant volunteer
coach Matt Thornton said the team
had to adjust to windy conditions
all day.
The Spartans also took the win
when Dukic beat Mannix 6-2,
6-3, and Silverstone won her match
against Sweeney, scoring 7-6, 6-1.
The match that lasted the longest
was between No. 1 singles players
Tavita and Ruth, with Ruth needing
medical attention halfway through
to treat a blister on the back of her
left foot.
Yelling “Come on. Lets go,”
Ruth was very vocal throughout the
match, talking to herself whenever
she missed a shot.
Tavita prevailed 7-6 (3), 6-3, to
close out the victory.
“The match was really close.
Our girls played well,” Tavita
said. “We had a week off, so we
haven’t played in a while. But we
played well.”

SJSU held to two
hits in 4-2 defeat
against USF
Staff Report

University of San Francisco
pitcher Evan Fredrickson pitched
eight innings and gave up two runs
on two hits in Tuesday’s 4-2 victory
at Municipal Stadium.
Spartans third baseman Kyle
Bellows picked up an RBI and his
eighth double of the year in the
bottom of the third inning. Bellows
later scored on a Craig Hertler double
— the final hit and run for SJSU in
the game.
The Dons scored twice in the
fourth to tie the game. They would
tack on one run in both the fifth and
seventh innings to seal the win.
Fredrickson struck out six in his
eight innings of work.

Spartan
Sports
Trivia

?
?
?

Yesterday’s question

Which former
SJSU baseball
player holds the
record for most
career hits?
How many did
he have?

Answer:
Between 2001-04
Kevin Frandsen
amassed 246 hits
for the Spartans.

JAMES JEFFREY / SPECIAL TO THE DAILY

SJSU’s starting pitcher Anthony Vega threw three innnings Tuesday
and yielded no runs on two hits and two strikeouts.
JAMES JEFFREY / SPECIAL TO THE DAILY

Spartan freshman Jason
Martin awaits a pitch from Dons’
pitcher Evan Fredrickson in
Tuesday’s 4-2 loss. The Spartans
got both of their hits in the third
inning. Fredrickson is the reigning WAC Pitcher of the Week.

Don’t see the
sport you want to
read about in the
sports section?
To pitch an idea
contact the sports
desk at
924-3281

SJSU BASEBALL
R H E
000 210 100 — 4 13 0
(21-11) USF
(15-14) San Jose State
002 000 000 — 2
2 1
W - Fredrickson (4-2). L - Peterson (2-4). Save - Bialosky (2). E - Peterson (2).
2B - Bellows (8), Hertler (3). SB - Bernatz (2), Hall 2 (9), Hertler (1). CS - Bernatz (4),
Bellows (2).

Tuesday’s results

COLLEGE HOOPS

Lady Vols beat Cardinal for second-straight title
Associated Press

TAMPA, Fla. — Injured or
not, that bum left shoulder wasn’t
enough to stop Candace Parker from
hoisting that championship trophy
one last time.
Parker scored 17 points and
grabbed nine rebounds to help
Tennessee capture its eighth
championship with a 64-48 victory
over Stanford on Tuesday night.
The Lady Vols also became the first
repeat champs since Connecticut
won three straight from 2002-04.
Stanford’s loss ended Candice
Wiggins’ remarkable run through
the NCAA tournament. She scored
14 points and finished with 151 over
the six games — the fourth-best total
in tournament history. Wiggins is
the first player to have two 40-point
games in the tournament.
Wiggins ended her stellar career
by taking the Cardinal (35-4) further
than they’d been since 1992, when
the program won it all.
The All-American finished
6-for-16 from the field and left to
a standing ovation with just over a

minute left in her college career.
Unlike earlier games in the
tournament when Parker carried the
Lady Vols, her supporting cast came
through. Shannon Bobbitt scored 13
points and Nicky Anosike added 12
points, eight rebounds and six steals.
Bobbitt scored all of her points in
the first half as the Lady Vols jumped
out to a 37-29 advantage. Trailing
by one early, Tennessee used a 134 run to take a 17-9 lead midway
through the half. The teams traded
baskets before two free throws by
Bobbitt gave the Lady Vols a 35-25
lead — their biggest of the half.
She also harassed Stanford into 14
turnovers by the half. The Cardinal
looked tight on offense, committing
more turnovers in the first half than
they did in the semifinal win over
UConn, finishing with 25.
Wiggins and Jayne Appel
provided the only offense for
Stanford, combining for 17 of their
29 first-half points.
Appel finished with 16 points to
lead the Cardinal, whose 23-game
winning streak — the longest in the
nation — ended.
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Back in

action
R.E.M. excels on
its first album
in four years
Photo by Cass Bird

By SAMUEL LAM
Senior Staff Writer

For Athens, Ga.,-based rock
group R.E.M., delivering a “turbocharged” record was exactly what
it wanted to present in their newest
album “Accelerate.” After declining
record sales from its past few albums, R.E.M.’s 14th studio release
definitely rekindles a fun, familiar
R.E.M.
When I heard that R.E.M. was
going to produce a new album,
I couldn’t wait for its release. So
anxious, I downloaded the leaked
version from the Internet. I liked it
so much that I ended up buying the
CD + DVD package, which features
two bonus tracks.
It has been four years since the
group released an album, but it
hasn’t been since the group’s 1994
album “Monster” that any of its

shorter tracks,
work has been
barely
elapsworth listening.
ing two minCo-producing
utes. Yet both of
the album with
Accelerate
these songs tell
Jacknife Lee, a
R.E.M.
stories of librecommendation
eration from the
from U2’s The
Edge, the band has created a loud, surrounding world. “Houston” is a
exciting production. Some of Lee’s short lyrical depiction of the arrival
notable works include “The Saints of Hurricane Katrina, and “Horse to
are Coming” by Green Day and U2 Water” is an anthem of retaliation to
and “The Black and White Album” all of the doubters we have faced.
The album ends with “I’m Gonna
by The Hives.
The album presents a very rock- DJ,” a song that gained much popufilled style, filling up with electricity larity during the band’s 2005-06
and edge. Their first single off of the world tour.
The album doesn’t have any
album, “Supernatural Superserious,”
defines exactly what the group want- tracks that can rock college campus
ed to illustrate: an electric guitar, a dorms like its hit “Losing My Relifast-paced song that relives what gion” did back in the early ’90s, but
fans have always loved from R.E.M. it’s an album that you wouldn’t mind
And the music video for the single is playing so loud that the person living
next door can hear it.
pretty sweet.
The band took a huge risk this
“Living Well is the Best Revenge,” the album’s first track, past summer, playing many of the
drives by you with an upbeat song new tracks during a live rehearsal in
that criticizes the failure of the me- Dublin, Ireland. Guitarist Peter Buck
dia in our lives. It sets the mood for was pleased with the result.
“All the songs got road-tested,”
the rest of the album.
Songs like “Houston” and “Horse Buck said in the album’s news reto Water” are two of the album’s lease. “That helped make the record

CD + DVD
Review

feel it was performed and not put together.”
The DVD documents the group’s
live rehearsal, giving us 45 minutes
of R.E.M. live. The simplicity of
the film, titled “6 Days,” chronicles
the six days during which the group
prepared and performed many of the
tracks on the album from the past
summer.
One of the album’s most memorable tracks is “Sing for the Submarine,” an eerie song that tells of
an escape from the world through
the haven of a submarine. I fell into
this track, wondering if anyone has
their own submarine for escape. And
with the play of bassist Mike Mills
and the voice of lead singer Michael
Stipe, it projects the sound we’ve
grown to love.
My only real disappointment of
the album was its length. The album,
excluding the bonus tracks, reached
to only 34 minutes.
I wish I had more from this album, but I guess I can’t complain all
that much. The whole CD really collects the essence and feel of a nice,
solid record, one we know R.E.M.
can deliver.
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Muse’s live perfomance matches CD
By ANGELO LANHAM
Staff Writer

Fans of Brit alt-rockers Muse
will be pleased to hear that a double-live CD/DVD, “HAARP,” is
now available, featuring more than
160 minutes of the band’s music
between the two discs as performed
last year at Wembley Stadium in
London.
Muse is an alternative band hailing from Devon, England, and was
formed in 1994. The band major
label debut was “Showbiz” in 1999,
and Muse has gone on to record
three more studio albums and one
live album before this one.
On this, the band’s second live
album, the performances on the
CD rely heavily on its most recent
studio album, 2006’s “Black Holes
and Revelations,” with a decent
smattering of tunes from the band’s
other studio efforts.
The band’s stage performance is
so tight that a casual listener would
be hard-pressed to realize it wasn’t
recorded in a studio, were it not for
the obligatory inclusion of screaming, rabid fans and occasional banter with the audience.
In fact, many tracks sound virtually identical to the studio versions,
with the tasteful addition of the occasional masturbatory guitar spasm
or modified bridge, and the like.
The band’s rhythm is remarkably together, and singer Matthew
Bellamy’s haunting, scooping
croon never wavers out of tune as
the band travels through its unique

CD + DVD
Review
HAARP
Muse

spectrum of sounds, ranging from
the melancholy whisper of tunes
like “Unintended” to the Sabbath
sludge of “Stockholm Syndrome.”
The singer/guitarist’s occasionally operatic, tremolo-soaked voice’s
intensity is stunning, becoming a
little scary on tracks such as “Micro Cuts,” on which he could easily
be mistaken for some disembodied
spirit wandering about an old abandoned manor and constantly stubbing his toe.
Current radio staples “Invincible” and “Starlight” are of course
included — and performed nicely
to boot.
Most interesting about the package, at a suggested retail price of
$19.98, is the full-blown DVD
treatment given to the second disc.
The tracks, taken from the second night at Wembley Stadium (the
CD’s music was taken from the first
night), outnumber those on the CD.
Most DVD extras included in
CD packages constitute perhaps
two tracks of marginally filmed
band performance, supplemented
with a slide-show of still frames,
and overblown text biography glorifying the ground whatever band in
question walks on.
In this case, the audience is treat-

ed to more than an hour and a half
of live performance, and everything
you heard on the CD becomes more
obvious.
The band’s audience is revealed
as an amped, adoring lot who smiles
and waves at the cameras, faithfully
mouths the words to every song and
had an incredible ability to jump in
a synchronized audience lump to the
group’s more uppity offerings.
Drummer Dominic Howard is
revealed as a somewhat more subdued, less drug-addled version of
The Who’s Keith Moon as Howard
flails across his kit.
Bassist Chris Wolstenholme is
revealed to play eight notes as ably
as anyone, with a surprising ability
to throw in leads and fills.
Frontman Matthew Bellamy is
revealed as a nimble-fingered guitarist with a fondness for effects and
the whammy bar not above skipping
across the stage and a surprisingly
adequate pianist.
The light show is quite elaborate
as well, and on one occasion, what
look like trapeze artists tied to balloons can be seen flipping about
Wembley Stadium.
The only real drag for me was
that toward the end of the show, the
overwhelming majority of the tunes
were slow, which had me a bit antsy
in my seat.
Nonetheless, a DVD counterpart
to a live CD that overmatches the
music found on said CD is quite a
find — and worth the price of admission.

Where were YOU Tuesday?

Community college students Danyel DeGroot and Allie Zajac held the front spot of the
Jimmy Eat World/Paramore concert line at the Event Center since 8 a.m. “I’m supposed to
be at the doctor’s,” Zajac said. Their seven-person group skipped their classes to attend the
Tuesday-night concert. The line to enter stretched from the Event Center to Washington
Square Hall.
- Andrew Herndon, staﬀ writer
JOHN HORNBERG / SPARTAN DAILY

Have a
story idea
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924-3281
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ELECT Voting starts April 15
Continued from page 1
volvement. He said students might
complain instead of taking action.
“Complaining does nothing but
point fingers,” he said.
Grabowski focused her plan on
students advocating for students
and working toward establishing a
place for people with concerns to
voice them.
“We don’t have programs that
ask the students what they want,”
she said. “If we don’t hear it, we
can’t respond to it.”
Giving students a larger voice on
campus was also a key issue for the
candidates. Several of them provided
plans for getting student comments
and feedback on the organization’s
plans, events and policies.
Sarah Bronstein, the lone candidate for director of community and
environmental affairs, talked about
plans for an anonymous survey system for student opinions via e-mail.
“They don’t have to necessarily
stand up,” she said. “Some people
might not feel comfortable voicing
their concerns.”
Other candidates also gave their
input on how to increase student interest and involvement.
“The beginning is assessing what
people want,” said Tobi Richards,
who is running uncontested for director of programming affairs. She
also agreed with Grabowski’s plans

for student forums to voice opinions
and concerns.
Albert Hsieh, the lone candidate
for A.S. vice president, talked of the
problems with student involvement
impacting A.S.
“Our student-at-larges have been
dropping out to the point where we
can’t even meet quorum,” he said,
commenting that part of his plan
is to change the ideals for students
serving on committees.
Hsieh also spoke of the problems
with student involvement and the
need to increase collaboration between student organizations, such as
fraternities and clubs.
“The tone I want to set is one
of collaboration and cohesion,”
he said.
School spirit was a key topic for
both presidential candidates. Both
candidates spoke about the need for
traditions on campus and the strides
made in spirit since the Sigma Phi
fraternity established the student spirit team, the Spartan Squad, in 2005.
“They were giving away Hummers in 2005 and still couldn’t
get 10,000 people in the stands,”
Grabowski said.
Cavu-Litman added: “We need
our own traditions.”
Most of the candidates were
present for the debate, but five seats
— all for now-uncontested positions — were empty. Some were not
present because of prior classroom

commitments, chief election officer
Alex Antazo said.
Candidates, Grabowski said,
need to remember that they are students first.
“Student government and service to the students comes second,”
she said.
One student, though, was disappointed that he wasn’t able to hear
what all of the candidates had to say.
“I’m kind of disappointed that
not all of them showed up, I’d like
to hear all of their views,” said Kris
Adams, a freshman public relations
major.
Adams said he was satisfied with
the answers given at the forum but
that he found out about it only because of his friendship with one of
the candidates.
It was also revealed by Antazo
that Steve Zeier, the current A.S.
director of faculty affairs and a candidate for controller, dropped out
of the race, reducing the number of
contested races in next Tuesday and
Wednesday’s election to two.
Voting will open Tuesday, April
15, in front of the Student Union, in
front of the Event Center and online
through my.sjsu.edu. Polling places
will open at 10 a.m. and close at 6
p.m. on April 15 and 16. Online
polls will open at 10 a.m. Tuesday,
and will close at 8 a.m. Thursday,
April 17. Results are expected that
Thursday around noon, Antazo said.

How do you feel about the
:
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Associated Students election?
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By the numbers.................................
21 to 25
8
1:29
Attendees, excluding
candidates

Candidates present

17 to 21
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Empty seats during
the debate

Candidates absent
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“I have no idea about it. I am
not even on campus enough
to pay attention to what other
people are promoting
themselves for.”
JOSHUA CHOW
Junior, photojournalism, 22

2

“I feel pretty good about it.
It is something that is needed.
I plan on voting as long as
I am aware of it.”

CLAYTON LEAL
Senior, environmental studies, 22

“I have no idea about the
upcoming elections. I don’t have
enough information to actually
vote. I just don’t know what
I am voting for or who I am
voting for or anything, I would
say no if I were given the
opportunity to vote.”

“I am disappointed that so
many positions aren’t
occupied or are uncontested.
I would have run, but I am
really busy.”
REGINA ACOSTA
Graduate student, social work, 27

DOMINIC FASS
Senior, sociology, 23

“I didn’t even know there was
an election coming up.”

HUGO TORRES
Junior, electrical engineering, 20

“I am a commuter student.
I don’t know much about it.
I pretty much come here for
class and leave.”
SONNY VU

“I really don’t know much about
it to be honest with you.
I do know what A.S. is.
I do not know who the candidates are.”

Length of debate

Times there were applause, one for
a comment by a crowd member,
another in response to “Go SJSU!”

ANDREA MCDOWELL
Senior, health services administration, 29

A poll was taken in
conjuntion with this
edition of Campus
Voices and here are
the results:

1
1
4
10
6

MITCHELL MCCRAY
Junior, communications, 27

Senior, kinesiology, 22

“I know what Associated
Students is, but I’m not really
paying attention to it because
I am graduating this semester.”

student voted, “I am excited to vote”
student voted, “It is somewhat important, but I’m not going to vote”
students voted, “I don’t think it is too important, but I am going to vote”
students voted, “I don’t care about it at all, and I’m not voting”
students voted, “What is A.S.?”

Classifieds
EMPLOYMENT
CASHIER WANTED Entry level cashiers needed at Sky High
Sports in Santa Clara. Part
Time and Full Time. Please apply in person Mon-Fri 11:00am
- 5:00pm at 2880 Mead Ave,
Santa Clara, 95051.
DELIVERY DRIVERS Party
rental business. Perfect for
students. Earn up to $250 every weekend. Must have reliable truck or van. Heavy lifting
is required. 408 292-7876
THE OLD SPAGHETTI FACTORY We are currently hiring
for P/ T positions. We offer a
great working environment
with day & evening shifts for
responsible & energetic people. Apply in person 2:30 to
4:00 Wed-Fri. We are located
in San Pedro Square

UNDERCOVER
SHOPPERS

Earn up to $70 per day. Undercover Shoppers needed to
judge retail and dining establishments. EXP. Not RE. CALL
800-722-4791
$$ GOT SPERM? $$ -Palo
Alto. Up to $1100/ month.
MEN wanted for California
Cryobank’s sperm donor program. APPLY ONLINE: www.
SPERMBANK.com
DOWNTOWN NIGHTCLUB
looking for security staff, no
experience needed.please call
if interested (408)838-0393

ATTENTION SPARTANS Welcome back! Are you looking for
part-time/ full-time work to help
you get through the school semester? Well, look no further.
Corinthian Parking Services
is looking for valet parking attendants for our local shopping malls, hotels and private
events. We will work around
your school schedule.
Requirements for an interview:
* Valid California Class C license
* Current DMV printout
* Responsible, well-groomed
and punctual.
* EXCLT CUST SERVICE
If you qualify, please call Kyle
408-981-5894 or Rick 408593-9612 for an interview.
ARE YOU READY TO CUT
THROUGH THE CROWD? To
stand out? To show the “real
world” what you’re made of?
*****************************
An Internship with VECTOR
can offer you REAL pay, flexibility, and opportunities for
advancement. No cubicle,
no copy machine. Just the
chance to earn professional
experience in a rewarding environment that offers you the
flexibility you need and the
resposnsibilty you deserve.
***********************
Watch for us on-campus
throughout the semester, or
CALL 866-1100 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
www.workforstudents.com/
sjsu
*****************************
BE A DELL CAMPUS REP
Promote a top 30 company
and gain real-world business
and marketing experience!
Go to RepNation.com/Dell to
apply

DAYCARE TEACHERS AND AIDES

Action Day Primary Plus seeking Infant, Toddler, and Preschool Teachers and Aides.
F/ T and P/ T positions available. Substitute positions are
also available that offer flexible
hours. ECE units are required
for teacher positions but not
req. for Aide and Day Care positions. Excellent opportunity
for Child Development majors.
Please call Shawna for an interview at 247-6972 or fax resume to 248-7350.
PRINT MODELS Creative
glamor and art models (F)
needed for top-quality naturallight photos. Pay/trade. Will
train. Call with experience and
fee info. (408)247-8779
PART-TIME PATENT WRITER
No exp necessary. Prefer Grad
student in Mech/Elec ENG. 10
hrs per week to start. Will train.
Technical writing skills a plus.
Contact Peter at (408)4394737

SERVICES
NOTARY PUBLIC Downtown
San Jose at 4th & St. John. 2
blocks from campus. 115 N. 4th
Street #125. 408-286-2060

www.thespartandaily.com

FIXLAPTOP.COM BUY SELL
REPAIR Laptop & Parts Repair
PC Data Recovery Remove Virus Bring this AD for 10% OFF
(408)469-5999

WANTED
DRIVING TO DENVER OR BEYOND? This spring? Will pay
$200 for you to deliver a twin
-sized bed frame to Denver or
Rapid City area. Call Bruce for
details. (408)984-8193

DISCLAIMER

DOWNTOWN NIGHTCLUB
looking for security staff, no
experience needed.please call
if interested (408)838-0393

The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products
or services advertised below nor is there any
guarantee implied. The classified columns of
the Spartan Daily consist of paid advertising

HOUSING

and offers are not approved or verified by
the newspaper. Certain advertisements

SJSU
INTERNATIONAL HOUSE
*One block to campus
*US & Internat’l students
*Safe, Friendly, Homelike
*Intercultural
Experience
*Computer Lab/ Study Rm
*Student Kitchen
*Wireless Internet Access
*Assigned Parking (fee)
*One semester contract.
Apply now! 360 S. 11th Street,
924-6570 or sjsu.edu/ ihous

in these columns may refer the reader to
specific telephone numbers or addresses for
additional information. Classified readers
should be reminded that, when making these
further contacts, they should require complete
information before sending money for goods or
services. In addition, readers should carefully
investigate all firms offering employment
listings or coupons for discount vacations or
merchandise.

CLASSIFIED AD RATE INFORMATION
Each line averages 25 spaces. Each letter, number, punctuation mark, and space is formatted into an ad line. The first line will be set in bold type and upper case for no extra charge up to 20 spaces.
A minimum of three lines is required. Deadline is 10:00 am , 2-weekdays prior to publication.
MINIMUM THREE LINE CLASSIFIED AD:
DAYS: 1
2
3
4
RATE: $10.00 $15.00 $20.00 $25.00
$2.50 EACH ADDITIONAL LINE AFTER THE THIRD LINE.
$3.00 EACH ADDITIONAL DAY.
• RATES ARE CONSECUTIVE DAYS ONLY. •ALL ADS ARE PREPAID. • NO REFUNDS ON CANCELLED ADS.
FREQUENCY DISCOUNT: 40+ consecutive issues: 10% discount
SJSU STUDENT RATE: 10% discount. Ads must be placed in person in DBH 209 from 10 am to 3pm STUDENT ID REQUIRED. Rate applies to student’s individual ads only. Not
intended for businesses and/or other persons. Frequency discount does not apply.
www.thespartandaily.com

thespartandaily.com online poll
Are living rates in Campus Village reasonable?
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Obama-Clinton slugfest stretches into 13th round
knockout punch to a wounded and
tired Democratic candidate.
Kathryn Wood, a political science professor at SJSU, said it better
than I can.
“(John McCain) can sit back,
gather funding, get ready for the general election for the next six months.
Whereas (Barack Obama and Hillary Clinton) are fighting it out, still
spending their money trying to get
the nomination,” she told me.
“And in that process of fighting,
they’re giving the other side ammunition against whoever wins the
nomination.”
Obama and Clinton are in the
middle of a petty schoolyard-style
tiff — you know, the kind that
sounds like “Obama’s pastor hates
America” and “Hillary lied about
ducking for cover in Bosnia.”
And not only are they giving McCain a head start in the search for
dirt on the Democratic candidate,
whomever it will be, but they are
also letting the issues of the election
fade into the background.
It makes me miss the debates of
six months ago in which there were
eight Democratic candidates having substantial discussions about
relevant issues: the war, health care,
the economy. I was excited for this
upcoming election back then, as
I should be now.
But, with Obama and Clinton
trading low blows, I don’t even know
why I would read about it anymore.
Why would I want to learn new dirt
on either candidate if I would most

DAVID ZUGNONI
Beginnings of Marathons
How do you think a panhandler
feels after he’s spent all day asking
people on the street for a cigarette,
and he finally gets one; he’s got it
in his mouth, ready to light it up; he
can taste the nicotine, and then — he
accidentally drops it in a puddle?
The same way many of us Democrats are going to feel if our guy (or
gal) fails to win the U.S. presidency
in November.
Democrats have been waiting for
the exit of George W. Bush since his
entrance, for a variety of reasons
— the war being one of the most
prominent, at least for me.
Before the primaries and caucuses, it was looking likely that a Democrat would have a distinct advantage
over any Republican candidate after
eight years of a polarizing Republican
administration.
But we’re letting that advantage
slip out of our hands and into that
puddle.
The Democratic Party can’t
choose who to send into the ring,
and the Republicans have their guy
resting and drinking water in the red
corner, getting ready to deliver the

likely vote for whoever receives the
nomination?
I want to read a story in which
someone gives me — and those
moderates and independents who
can be swayed — some reasons
to not vote for McCain. I’m ready
for the bell to ring and to watch
the fight between the left and right
get started.
“John McCain’s difficulty is trying to convince his own party that
he’s not too liberal,” Wood said.
“(Democrats) need to go and hit all

If there were ever
a time for the party
to be united, it’s now.
of his policies over and over and
over again — all the things that he’s
done that makes him so disagreeable
to his own party.”
Wood explained to me that she
thinks this election will be a contest
of personalities in which the votes
of moderates and independents can
swing the election, and that given
this premise, Republicans have
done a good job choosing a candidate who is moderately electable for
those who are on the fence.
Have the Democrats done that?
“They’ve done a better job than
the last two times,” she said, referring to the campaigns of Al Gore
and John Kerry.
“The question then becomes ‘Is
Obama or Clinton electable now?’

because of this infighting. At one
time, they were electable, but now
it’s become a very dirty fight.”
That infighting will get you
every time.
I find debate within the Democratic Party valuable, as no standardized set of policies or beliefs should
be followed blindly, but it has come
at a bad time and in a bad fashion. If
there were ever a time for the party
to be united, it’s now.
Call me a racist and call me a
sexist, because I wonder if Obama’s
skin color and Clinton’s private parts
have divided Democrats, making the
nomination more about those differences than policies or electability. In
fact, call me a minority sympathizer
and a feminist, because I was excited about both notions when I first
heard of them.
Being in this situation, however,
may have made it harder for us to
unite as Democrats and get on with
winning the election.
While the Democratic nomination is currently unknown and out
of our control, we already know that
McCain will be there in November
with his dukes up.
So, it’s not too early for a scouting report. Let’s find out his where
his weak spot is. Let’s get ready for
the fight.
“Beginnings of Marathons”
appears every Wednesday. David
Zugnoni is the Spartan Daily
opinion editor.

High schoolers go too far for fame

Florida teens’ videotaped attack more fit for Animal Planet than YouTube

SARAH KYO
The Kyo Protocol
Some of the fiercest predators that
can be found on your average nature
program include lions and tigers and
bears, oh my!
These days, though, you’re not
limited to watching shark attacks on
television from the comfort of your
(land-based) home.
Instead, you can get a taste of nature in action anytime and anywhere
with Internet access, thanks to Web
sites such as YouTube.com.
Toto, I don’t think we’re in Kansas anymore.
According to the Associated
Press, eight teenagers in Lakeland,
Fla., were arrested April 2 on accusations of participating in the attack
of 16-year-old Victoria Lindsay, who
was led to a house, aka the scene
of the crime.
At this point, no other reason has
been given for this senseless beating
except for this: The teens wanted to
videotape the attack and post it on
the Internet.
One of the six girls apparently

struck Lindsay on the head and
slammed her head against a wall,
knocking her unconscious. Others continued to beat her, and a few
transported her to another location.
As of Tuesday, six girls and one
boy were still in juvenile detention,
and a male who will be charged as an
adult has been released on bail. All
eight of the teenagers were charged
with battery and false imprisonment,
and three teens who took Lindsay to
another location afterward were also
charged with felony kidnapping.
Some of the actual footage from
the attack was used as part of an
Associated Press multimedia piece,

It was intense to watch
Lindsay being pounded
again and again
on her face and body.
which accompanied the article. Although there isn’t any blood, guts or
gore, it was intense to watch Lindsay
being pounded again and again on
her face and body.
From the clips in the Associated
Press video, the closest thing she did
to self-defense was curl up into the
fetal position while getting hit. She
reminded me of a helpless, little prey
waiting for the inevitable from a bigger, stronger predator.

These eight deviants may have
wanted YouTube fame, but now
they’re infamous in ways they may
not have intended.
Sheriff Grady Judd told the Associated Press that the teens lured Lindsay to a house “for express purpose
of filming the attack and posting it on
the Internet.”
He added, “It’s absolutely an animalistic attack.”
Interesting description, but that’s
an insult to animals.
Lions don’t chase after and pounce
on antelopes across the grassy African plains for the Animal Planet’s
video cameras. They don’t mate on
nature programs in order to have
their own sex tapes.
Birds don’t build their nests to
make it on the pages of “National
Geographic” in a flashy photo spread.
No, they do all that because it’s
their way of life. They do that in order to survive. They don’t ask to be
seen going about their regular business by members of the public.
People, on the other hand, even
high school students, should know
better.
First of all, to physically harm
someone in such a calculated matter
is bad enough as it is. To make a videotape of it, though, is even worse.
According to the news article,
Lindsay suffered a concussion,
damage to her left eye and ear, and
bruises. In an interview for the online

Associated Press video, Lindsay’s
father said he couldn’t recognize his
own daughter when he first saw her
in the hospital.
There was a time in the not-toodistant past when average Joes and
Janes who wanted a taste of the limelight could go on a game show where
they would have to answer questions
correctly or a reality show where
they would have to eat rats.
Now, you can be your own online network, director, producer,
editor, writer and star. You can get
outrageous acts like what happened
to Lindsay.
The philosophy behind survival
of the fittest, that the strong shall
prevail over the weak in the animal
kingdom, has sometimes been applied to human society.
That shouldn’t be the case, though.
People need to be given more respect,
more help, than that.
Tonight, when you head home
— because there’s no place like it —
hug the children in your life a little
tighter.
Oh, and give Fido and Kitty an
extra pat on the head, too, while
you’re at it.

“The Kyo Protocol” appears every
Wednesday. Sarah Kyo is a Spartan
Daily student culture editor.

There’s more
to read
than gossip
HEATHER DRISCOLL
There, I Said It
Care to know some useless information? Well then allow me to
open up the Women’s Encyclopedia: Volume 14, 382.
All in a matter of minutes,
I learned that Brad Pitt and Angelina Jolie supposedly got hitched in
New Orleans, Heath Ledger might
have had a secret child, Britney is
on the road to recovery, oh — and
I could eat anything I want and still
lose weight.
What’s that you say? You want
to be a celebrity-gossip, mindlessbullcrap connoisseur, too?
Well then look no further, my
friend, because I’m going to give
you the step-by-step plan. First,
make a trip to the grocery store.

I challenge you
to put back Cosmo
and opt for
Time Magazine,
or a book,
or even a newspaper.
Next, purchase copies of People,
Cosmopolitan and two copies of
US Weekly. Read twice a day, every day for about three months and
… voila! You will be ready to teach
Paris Hilton 101.
OK, let’s get serious.
First off, I’m going to confess
— I, too, am guilty of subjecting
myself to and immersing myself in
tabloids, “fashion” magazines and
other related material marketed toward women.
But in my defense, for every
handful of magazines I skim through
(I say skim, mind you, not read), I
have read a newspaper, news magazine or picked up a book.
My question is this: How many
women would actually pick up Time
Magazine over People magazine if
the two were sold side-by-side? Or,
for that matter, how many women
actually read content besides fashion, gossip and trends? (Note:
Nicholas Sparks and Danielle Steel
publications, along with other corny
romance novels, do not count).
I’m guessing the answer is few
and far between.
Keep in mind, I’m speaking in
generalities and there are obviously
exceptions to every rule, but here is
the gist of it.
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“There, I Said It” appears the
second Wednesday of the month.
Heather Driscoll is a Spartan Daily
student culture editor.
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It’s easy to justify spending our
hard-earned cash for such junk.
Put in the simplest terms: We are
obsessed — obsessed with looking
at pictures of clothes and accessories we can never afford to buy
and ogling at celebrities we either
pity or envy.
On the other hand, some justification could come from the
few “women’s” magazines that
provide well-thought-out advice
columns and sophisticated literary
finds in spades compared to other
magazines.
Vogue, Elle and Vanity Fair are
all prime examples of these types of
magazines that, despite their devotion to fashion and famous individuals, offer refreshing articles and
peace of mind.
Elle recently came out with its
annual “Intelligent Women” issue.
It’s attempt at creating an issue with
depth and inspiration was definitely
well-intentioned but lacked a bit
of substance.
The examples of “intelligence”
were interviews with Natalie Portman, Michelle Williams and something titled “The Beauty Genius
Awards.” Perhaps they should have
chosen women more deserving of
such accolades, instead of celebrities, hairdressers and makeup artists, but I do admire its will to take
the magazine to the next level of
sophistication.
I would hope that this idea inspires other magazines to include
articles that explore universal issues and motivate women to think
in new, complex ways, to speak up
or act out — to do something.
I think it would add a unique balance if Cosmopolitan or US Weekly included articles about powerful
women, or politics, global warming, the upcoming elections, or
even real stories about real women.
After all, how much more paper,
ink and energy should we waste
only to explain the latest fashion,
how to lose 10 pounds in an hour
and win the man of our dreams?
But since I highly doubt the
downfall of these magazines,
I guess we should all just embrace them.
For those women looking for
more, however, I praise you.
And for those women who
aren’t, I challenge you.
I challenge you to put back Cosmo and opt for Time Magazine, or a
book, or even a newspaper.
And I don’t mean pick up Time
Magazine only to skim through it
and momentarily stop to gaze at
pictures of Anderson Cooper.
You’re better than that. We’re all
better than that.
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*Weather forecast courtesy of SJSU department of meteorology

OPINION PAGE POLICY
Letters to the editor may be placed
in the letters to the editor box in the
Spartan Daily office in Dwight Bentel
Hall, Room 209, sent by fax to (408)
924-3282, e-mailed to spartandaily@
casa.sjsu.edu or mailed to the Spartan Daily Opinion Editor, School of
Journalism and Mass Communications, San Jose State University, One
Washington Square, San Jose, CA
95112-0149.
Letters to the editor must contain
the author’s name, address, phone
number, signature and major. Letters
become property of the Spartan
Daily and may be edited for clarity,
grammar, libel and length. Only
letters of 300 words or less will be
considered for publication.
Published opinions and advertisements do not necessarily reflect
the views of the Spartan Daily, the
School of Journalism and Mass
Communications or SJSU.
The Spartan Daily is a public forum.
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QUOTE OF THE DAY

“They have no concept
of mainstream society,
and their mothers
were born into it
and have no concept
of mainstream culture.
Their grandmothers
were born into it.”
CAROLYN JESSOP
One of several wives of the alleged leader
of an Eldorado, Texas, polygamist compound,
which was raided by authorities Saturday.
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CAMPUS NEWS

Kassing on ...
SJSU’s President Kassing addressed
a panel of student media in Tower Hall
on Tuesday afternoon.
Members of the Spartan Daily, Update
News and students from Professor Bob
Rucker’s journalism class posed a variety
of questions to the university’s president.

Topics ranged from state budget cuts to
an increase in Campus Village prices, and
Kassing made his penultimate news conference before leaving the university for
good.
To view a blog and video of the conference go to www.thespartandaily.com.
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Olympians at SJSU in June

”
“
”“
” ”
“ “
The university will work very closely with the United States
Olympic Committee, and I think those conversations are in front
of us … In anticipation that there could be problems in San
Francisco. I’m sure the USOC will work closely with us and make
sure they do a good job in terms of facilitating the registration.
process and keeping things safe.

Finding a
new prez
I know the people on
the committee. They are
all good, strong people
— thoughtful. They’ll do a
good job, I imagine.

Kassing sits at the head of the conference table in Tower Hall.

State cuts Housing costs
If the governer’s
proposed budget cuts
go through, it will have
an effect on our campus
... Student fees have
nothing to do with the
state budget.

The pricing was affected by a
combination of things ... they need to
build a deeper reserve for maintenance
and repair than they had anticipated.
There’s some wear and tear on the place
— it’s a big place.

